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aristocratic regime supported by the bayonets of the Reichswehr
identified with class interests and detested by the vast majority
of the nation. He did not admire the leaders of the parties but
he was not yet convinced of their total pusillanimity, and he was
worked on by Strasser, who not only terrified him by accounts
of the difficulty which Hitler was having in restraining his men,
but could now point to the definite fact of the drift of National
Socialists to Communism. That there was danger there is no
doubt, but it was never so serious as he represented it to be,
and it did not supply any real argument against trying the Papen
policy of punishing the National Socialist leader for his own and
the national good. From the point of view of the presidential
party Papen's was the only policy that could give results or at
least the result that they wanted, and that was the subordination
of National Socialism to the presidial system, a subordination
that was only a question of time.
Papen was not popular with his colleagues; they were easy to
persuade, But he was popular with the President who entirely
approved his policy and curiously enough, until one remembers
the simplicity of the old soldier-mind, trusted him. The presi-
dential party united in pointing out to the President that the
"personal" quarrel between Hitler and Papen was preventing
the construction of the "national concentration front" now—after
the Communist successes and the unrest in the docile trade-
union ranks—more vitally necessary than ever. There was now,
they pointed out, only a choice between getting the National
Socialists into the government and turning the system of govern-
ment based on the President as constitutional head of the state
to one of government based on the President as head of the
Reichswehr,
Personal dislikes flared up; the dispute was long and bitter
until Papen saw that he was bound to be overborne. He could
govern against Hitler but he could not govern against his own
colleagues. Bitterly angry but concealing his wrath, he declared
his willingness to resign if his resignation would lead to the desired
result; as he knew it would not, the sincerity of his abdication
may be doubted. There remained only the President to convince^

